Asymptomatic persistence of anti-Yo antibodies for 5 years without relapse of malignancy.
Neurological paraneoplastic syndromes (NPS) are rare disorders in association with malignancy and the presence of various antineuronal antibodies. The persistence of antineuronal antibodies for years after the eradication of the tumor without clinical manifestations of a NPS has not been reported. In a 64-year-old woman with a history of gynecologic malignancy, treated by surgery and chemotherapy with docetaxel and carboplatin, ptosis, hypertelorism, dysarthria, short stature, upper and lower limb weakness, exaggerated tendon reflexes and recurrent creatine-kinase elevation were found. Nerve conduction studies disclosed polyneuropathy and muscle biopsy nonspecific myopathic features. Though anti-Yo antibodies were repeatedly positive, the clinical findings and polyneuropathy were rather attributed to a suspected metabolic myopathy or chemotherapy than a NPS. Anti-Yo antibodies remained positive at 5 further determinations. During the 5 years of follow up there was improvement of polyneuropathy and no relapse of the malignancy, as assessed clinically, by tumor markers, computed tomography scans and 18-fluorodeoxyglucose positron emission tomography. Anti-Yo antibodies may occur without the typical clinical manifestations of a NPS and may persist for years without the development of a NPS or relapse of the tumor.